THE   BEAST    FROM    THE    ABYSS
agreements if there is not at the back of them a conviction of th
lightness and necessity, and if there is not an ethical basis suppo
ing their observance with the sense of moral obligation. A hum
society can be maintained without compulsion only so long
there exists within it a generally accepted picture of man* Is sucl
picture of man possible without divine direction?
All who have been active in politics or the profession of Sit
administration are aware that so long as a man is busy with the
practical questions he has no time to apply any serious test to the
from general principles. It is a tragi-coinedy of our political 1
that the gulf between abstractions and practice is never close
On one side political science loses itself in abstractions; on t
other side practice remains crude and blind, only rarely e
lightened by scientific judgment or long and careful reflection. I
much the better for politics, say the old hands at the political gam
so much the worse for the community, say the scientists, becau
we never get above a certain level of rough approximation.
Still more tragic is it that the political leaders, while busy wi
the tasks of leadership, have no time to take account of ti
clarification of the political and intellectual situation that
constantly going on. Thus they are always at work with tl
intellectual equipment of a world that has already been le
behind. There is a permanent discrepancy between curre
problems and the conception the leaders have of them. Leadii
statesmen drop further behind their times the longer they are :
power, and the more rapid the development of a critical pericx
Finally they become incapable of seeing as they are the problen
that hurry ahead of them. They think in old categories an
conceptions. What is needed in our day is a rethinking of 01
political categories. Without this we run the risk of ending i
futility.
New Categories
We are all emigres. We are exiled from our ideas and con
ceptions, which seem to us to be irrefutable because we are used t
them. We are exiled from the rigid systems of thought which w